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Report on Cemetery Paths 

Introduction 

The Council has recently received a number of complaints regarding the maintenance of the paths at 

the Cemetery.  

As a result of this the Senior Groundsman prepared a report for the Cemetery Working Party with a 

variety of suggestions and recommendations as to how the paths could be improved. 

The Working Party met with the Senior Groundsman to discuss the report and decide on a 

recommendation to the Parish Council. 

We discounted several of the options and decided on installation of a permanent edging solution 

and compaction of the existing path material before application of a layer of new gravel.  

We believe this will provide the best value in terms of time saved on maintenance and reduction of 

ongoing maintenance costs, against the initial outlay in time and materials. 

Some of the pathways are very narrow and we intend to widen these where practicable to 1.5 

metres width to comply with disabled access requirements.  

It may unfortunately be impossible to widen some of the paths as there are kerb set graves on both 

sides so the path cannot be widened.  

We felt the path across the back of the Cemetery adjacent to the current burial section is the most in 

need of restoration and in this case it will be necessary to dig the path out and then add a new base, 

edging material and gravel topping.  (Image of current path below). 
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Recommendations 

 

Following our meeting and discussions, we would recommend the Council installs a permanent edge 

along the paths, and applies additional gravel to the existing surface, compacting the existing 

material first and widening where appropriate. 

 

The working party discounted using wooden edging as it was felt it would not give us the longevity of 

the other options and would need regular maintenance and repair, all of which attracts a cost in 

terms of staff time.  

 

The other materials once installed, particularly the Filcris plastic wood can be considered as 

permanent installations and are effectively maintenance free. 

 

As mentioned above the bottom path needs to be totally redone. 

 

Costs 

 

We have prices for two different edging materials, the paths have a total length of around 405 

metres, this needs to be doubled, as there is an edge on both sides of the path: 

 

Filcris Plastic Wood           £3378.54  

Everedge Steel edging   £5783.40 (£2406.86 more expensive) 

 

Both of the above exclusive of VAT 

 

Cost Breakdown of Filcris 

 

Total length of path edges: 810 Metres 

 

3.6 metre planks: 112.5 (these would be cut in half lengthwise as they are 140mm wide and only 

need to be 70mm wide). 

 

Stakes : 1080 (at spacing of 0.75 metres recommended by Filcris) 

 

In pricing the edging, an additional 5% has been allowed to cover any damage or shortfall in 

measurements. 

 

118 Planks @ £17.58 ex VAT:     £2074.44 

1134 Stakes @ £1.15 ex VAT:     £1304.10  

 

Total £3378.54 

 

Screws: (8x1.5” inch box of 200 x10, 6x1/2” box of 200 x2) £17.12+£1.89 

Mending Plates pack of 10 x12: £13.34  

Total £32.35 ex VAT 
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Total Material Costs for Filcris: £3410.89 

 

If we chose to spread the costs over more than one year, the costs would be higher as the above 

includes a discount for bulk (see illustrative example below) 

 

59 Planks @ £19.05 ex VAT:  £1123.95 

567 Stakes @ £1.15 ex VAT:  £652.05 

 

Which would be £173.46 more to split the purchase of materials over two years. 

 

The above prices are dependent on the plastic wood being cut and assembled by volunteers; 

otherwise an additional cost of 2 days labour would need to be added, around another £200. 

 

Everedge comes ready to install with no assembly required. 

 

It is estimated by the manufacturers that the plastic wood will last around 40 years, the everedge is 

guaranteed to last 15 years without deterioration. 

 

Web links:  

 

 Filcris Edging Planks: http://www.filcris.co.uk/products/product-details/cr1814036pksbrse 

 Filcris Stakes: http://www.filcris.co.uk/products/product-details/redge4040450br 

 Everedge Classic: http://www.everedge.co.uk/shop/view//1-Classic 

 Screws (Stakes to planks): http://www.screwfix.com/p/quicksilver-zinc-plated-woodscrews-

double-countersunk-8-x-1-mm-pack-of-200/17605 

 Screws (joining plates): http://www.screwfix.com/p/quicksilver-zinc-plated-woodscrews-

double-countersunk-6-x-mm-pack-of-200/12815  

 Mending plates (for joining Filcris planks): http://www.screwfix.com/p/mending-plates-zinc-

plated-75-5-x-16-x-mm-pack-of-10/16034?cm_sp=Search-_-SearchRec-_-

Area1&_requestid=169391#_=p 

 Digger hire: http://www.ridgeons.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/Ridgeons-A5-Hire-

Catalogue-2014_web.pdf 

 Aggregates: http://www.longwatergravel.co.uk/price_list.asp 

 DDA Regulations: http://www.haringey.gov.uk/sites/haringeygovuk/files/note15d_-

_part_m_-_designers_checklist_0.pdf 

 Bulk Produce Calculator: https://www.pitchcare.com/useful/bulk_calculator.php#results 

 Google maps measurement tool: http://www.daftlogic.com/projects-google-maps-distance-

calculator.htm 
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Installation of Filcris Edging and Addition of Gravel 

 This would see the edges of the paths cut back and a permanent edge installed using Filcris 

plastic wood.  

 Once the edge is installed maintenance would be limited to strimming along the top once a 

month to prevent overgrowth, and spraying the gravel for weeds.  

 The paths would be compacted with a roller and then a thin layer of gravel added to 

improve the appearance without compromising accessibility for wheelchair users. 

 

Advantages: 

 

 Best balance between costs and value. 

 Dramatic improvement in aesthetic value. 

 Costs of ongoing maintenance would be reduced substantially. 

 

Disadvantages: 

 

 Cost of edging material  

Approximate costs of this option: 

Cost of edging (filcris): £3410.89 

 Cost of Gravel: £1400 

 Cost of Staff time 1 week: £400 

Total Initial costs £5,210.89 

Ongoing costs: 

 Staff time 2 hours per month £240 per year 

 Gravel 2 tonnes £280 per year 

Total Costs over 15 years £12,490.89 

Cost of Digging out Path Adjacent New Graves-Additional cost to above 

Existing path to be dug out to 1.5 metres wide with two 1.8 metre passing places to comply with 

Building regulations part M, depth to 4 inches 

Base to consist of hoggin compacted with roller then topped with gravel. 

 Cost of Mini digger hire £135.75 

 Cost of hoggin (25 tonnes) £381.25 

 Staff time (3 days) £250 

Total in addition to the above figures for the edging: £767 
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Finance 

 The Council may wish to consider: 

 Applying for grant funding. 

 Taking out a Public Works Loan 

 Allocating money in the next Budget. 

It may be preferable to carry out the work suggested as a staggered project over several years, with 

a section of the paths being completed annually, in this way the project can be budgeted for 

annually. 

There is a problem with this option however in that the prices supplied for the Filcris are dependent 

on a bulk purchase, so this cost could not be spread over time without raising the cost of the edging 

material. 

Conclusions 

We would recommend the Council approves edging and addition of gravel to the existing paths, as 

this has the best balance between costs and results. In addition we would be leaving the majority of 

the path intact so would not have to deal with the waste materials that would be generated by 

digging up the existing path. 

The plastic edging would be expected to last 40 years at least, I would expect therefore it would last 

longer than this, it should also be kept in mind there would be no problem with removing sections 

that are damaged and replacing them. 

Addendum: Photos of Edged Paths 
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Steel edging is used extensively at Cambridge Botanic Gardens 

 

Before and After photograph from Everedge Brochure (Copyright Everedge) 

 

Filcris edging, picture from website (Copyright Filcris) 

 

 

 

 

 

 


